Ohio Coal Communities
Research Project:
Noble County, Ohio Case study

Formed in 1851, Noble is the last and youngest county within the state of Ohio. Located in the hear%i
the natural resource rich Southeastern part of the state, Noble County has developed an eseolving
relationship with many different sectors of the fossil fuel industry. It is home to the first North

American oil well, theThorla-McKee Well which struck oil in 1814, subsequently launching the region
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Shale oil and gas production region with two natural gas pipelines bisecting the county and three
major gas processing plants managing output from over 150 shale wells.

However, while these industries have and will
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history and economy, the impact of the coal
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project, which is rooted to an exploration of the
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explored the impacts of Central Ohio Coal Compan)
which was founded in 1946 and went on to close in
2001. At the height of its production, Central Ohio
Coal Co. (a surface coal mining operation) employe
I nearly 1,000 people throughout southeastern Ohio
bl : producing up to 1.7 million tons of coal annually
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I xAT O 0AOE O -ETAOGO - Al Tdeelried in the 1990s and by the time it closed in th
Photo by: Gwyniy Stewart early aughts it only had about 145 employees on th
books. In 2020,in spite ofthe closure of Central Ohio Coal Co. decades earlier, and due to the presencg of
"Q. #1 Al #1860 WhiplloeABEAR O. AAI AEAT O1 U EO OOEIIT |A
OAT AET ET ¢ AT Al DPOI AOGAOGETITh AO OEA OOAOAGO 0OA|JEE

N\

Key Takeaways

S

Conflict between ¢KS a5AIAGL t Commugity rRfliénce Regional Oil & Gas
anticipating change continues to have an proved challenging remains an important
and the desire for impact in Noble when economic part of core economic
GKAy3a (2| Yadouny and éSneed development policies development strategy
al YSQ Ol dzaS3a foiw#teradsessito have historically been| when alternative
for intergenerational rural broadband reactionary instead options fail to
succession remain of visionary materialize
THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY Community Development at Ohio State University Extension
helps communities enhance their well-being and create social,
COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL, economic and environmental conditions in which they can thrive.
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A Noble Countyis located inthe heart of southeastern
| EET h xEOEET /EEI 860 ! bPAI
A The county is bisected by northsouth Interstate 77.
A Onehalf hour north of the county is eastwest
Interstate 70, one of the nation's busiest interstates.
A The Ohio River, with the ability to provide lowcost
bulk transportation, is 25 miles to the south of the

county. Noble Landscape
Photo by: William Sharp

noble.osu.edu




Noble County Economic Profile

14,462
Residents

A Noble population in 2020 was estimated at
14,462 z a decline of 2.74% from 2018

A 2,250 residents in the Census are noted as
being housed in the Noble Correctional
Institution ( a state facility)

437
Businesses

Feb. 2022 Unemployment = 6.3%

A Stage 0 (Selemployed) = 74

A Stage 1 (29 employees) = 270

A Stage 2 (1699 employees) = 89

A Stage 3 (100499 employees) = 4
A Dec. 2021 Unemployment = 5.4%

Larger Noble Employers:

A Noble Correctional Institution

A Magnum Magnetics

A Novolex

A Summit Acres Nursing Facility & Assisted
Living

A Noble Local & Caldwell Schools

A County Government

Top Industries:
A Government
A Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing
& Hunting
A Health care and Social Assistance
A Retail Trade
A Manufacturing
\& Mining, Quarrying and Oil & Gas Extraction

595
O™o Fams

A Land in farms (acres) = 86,117

A Number of farms = 595

A Average size (acres) = 145

A Top 5 Crops & Livestock Acreage:
Forage (Hay); Corn for grain; Corn for silage;
Vegetables & Christmas Trees

19.5%
Poverty

A In 2018, an estimated 19.5% of the total
Noble County population was in poverty

A 23.2% of minors were in poverty

A Medium HH income = $48,792

A Per Capita Income = $27,211

A 17.4% of housing units are cosburdened
and unaffordable given that 30% or more of
their monthly income was being spent on
housing costs

Health

A Life expectancy is more than
81 years

A 1n 2018, 53.5% of the population were aged
50+ years (with 19+% being 70+ years of age)

A 1n 2021, there were 21 reported drug
overdoses.

Data from: BHRC & OSU, 2020 and ODOD, 2020




C FA E s OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

Ohio & Noble Coal History : \

A Coal was first noted in Ohio as early as 1748. Coal has been mined in Ohio
since 1800. Mining technology has evolved from pick and shovel to the highl
automated, computercontrolled equipment. (Crowell, 2003.

A Surface mining involves removing layers of soil and rock (called overburden)
above the coal seam and extracting the coal. This method is used where cogl
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A Behind Belmont, Harrison, Jefferson, Perry, Athens, Tuscarawas, Guernsey,
- AECOR AT A -OOEEICOI R .1 AIA #i 61 OUE
coal producing counties. ) —

_ Memorial Coal Miner statue
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people in southeastern Ohio producing up to 1.7 million tons of coal annually.

A Noble County still maintains current surface coal mining
DOl AOCAOGET T AO " @Qhigvilelmine. AT I DPAT UB O
Production began on the most recent coal seam in 2017.
B&N Coal has its headquarters in Dexter City, Ohio.

A Reclamation of mine land is the restoration process 4 .‘,5 -i'i L
OANOEOAA AU /EET 1 Axh xEE
Companies must have a plan for how topsoil, water
conditions, vegetation, wildlife and other resources will
be protected. Crowell, 2013.

A Natural Gas prices provide the most important factor in
declining coal demand in the electric power sector and
federal environmental regulatlons have also increased Py e {ﬁ
OEA AT 0O T &£# AOGOT ET ¢ Al Al 8 3EI M -,«s
production and employment has declined. States like
Ohio will see continued downward trends in coal output
as their electricity generation portfolios shift further
away from coal. (Bowen et al., 2020)
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Guernsey County GEMMA Gas Power Plant
Photo by: William Sharp Map Source: Ohio Department of Natural Resources




Coal Impacts

\

B&N Coal Continues Noble
Surface Mining Operation

A family-owned and operated local surface
mining operation, B&N Coal is still in
operation in Noble County. With 50+ years in
the industry, they are known for remining of
previously mined and unreclaimed areas
(Morgan, 2016). B&N Coal employs 60+
across four operations. The coal travels by
truck to barges on the Ohio River for delivery
to a northern Kentucky power plant.

Photo by: ecrane.com

Mines of Ohio County Faces Coal Legacy
Sl 3 Issues

o B i = : The legacy of decades of coal production in

* " y ; g. E % /,;;:f/ “~ | Noble County leaves behind a variety of

S I e | abandoned mines, previously surfaced mined
' ' acreage and AEP land recently acquired by

the Ohio Department of Natural Resources

for outdoor recreation use.

D ‘_,; I The Central Ohio Coal Company,
ks : G v a subsidiary of American Electric Power,

operated in Noble until 1991
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Abandoned Mines Map by Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources

O! b b Al Haddedn Atruggling with thetransition from coal  for more than 70 years.
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(Adams &Bleizeffer, 2020)
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Coal Impacts
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ODNR Land Purchase Map from ODNR, created by AEP

dThe Wilds]They support jobs in an area where
economic development has been adversely
AEFAAOAA AEOAO OEA EAI
Gilbert Michaud, assistant professor of practice
at Ohio University who conducted the study.
Almost $6 million in wages are paid to workers
AO A OAOOI O T &£ 4EA 7EI
of employees come from a sevenounty region,
including Coshocton, Guernsey, Licking, Morgan,
Muskingum, Noble and Perry Counties.
YMichaud and Wilson, 2019).

, ACAAU )OOOK& :
The map at left shows the acreage in Noble
and surrounding counties that was recently

acquired by the Ohio Department of Natural

Resources (ODNR) for Outdoor Recreation

use. The change in ownership results in an

AoOAT OEOGA 1100 1T &£ AA
base and is an impact to schools and other
levy-funded programs such as EMS, 911,

senior services and Ohio State University
Extension.

DA A

The Wilds, which is also noted on the map to
the North of Noble in Guernsey & Muskingum
Counties, is a private, nosprofit animal
conservation center managed by the
Columbus Zoo. This innovative wildlife area is
a productive postmined land use. According
to a study produced by the Ohio University
Voinovich School of Leadership and Public
Affairs, The Wilds makes a $15 million annual

regional economic impact.
(Michaud and Wilson, 2019).

I Al TheWilizonthiodshp ¢

conservation science

and education programs
with unique visitor

O U 8ppettimiies Adstind
119,132 in 2018.

(Michaud and Wilson, 2019).

Photos from The Wilds
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Lessons Learned

Importance of Anticipating Change: \

#1171 £ EAO AAOxAAT A1 OEAEDPAOEI ¢ AEAT CA A]
causes problems im time of unprecedentedntergenerational succession

Proud, Yet Change Averse: Interviews with key community and industry leaders and workers
showed that the Noble County residents identify as hardworking, proud Americans yet they also can

AA AEAT CA AOGAOOA8 )1 AAAEOEiIT h OEAOA xAO A DPQgAO,

mine closures were really going to transpire. However, it was noted that the same disbelief was also
the case with Noble plant closures in other industries. Interview comments include:

O) OEETE 1 00 Kitddsenbedi pAdd for tHode Abt @dtkalin the industry. People who
xI OEAA AO #A1 OOAl |/ EEI AOiI O1T A OEA O- OOEEA " OAEA
&rou know, for many [coal mining] had been the only thing that they have done their entire career, as
xAl1T AO OEAEO Z£Ai EI EAOS8G
O4EA EEOOI OU EAOA OAAITT U EAO 110061 U AAAT 0608DP
really had the [manufacturing] plants here. So that lends itself to, you know, if somebody worked at
Central Ohio. They were paid good wages and those at B&N Coal, they, they also were paid good wages.
So, it was kind of viewed to me as those jobs were well paying for
somebody with a high school diplomH's that blue collar, but it's
the high end of that blue collaCoal miners made more money
than schoolteachers, so they make conscious choices to take a jo
ET OEA AT Al T ETA OAOOOO ci Of | Al
O7TA" OA 116 CciTA AO AEAT CEIT C OEEI

direction. A lot of the people that worked in the mines, like all over
Appalachia, and all over the country, they didn't see this transition
AT 1T ET C86

sudden, you've got all these workers and no job for them to go to
that is comparable to the job that they had. So, you know, | don't
ETTx OEAO Ul O AAT OAAIT 1T U AEOIT P
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o _ Researchers note that community engagement on the
Coal M'I\r/‘l'”g t°_°'lss‘:tr°{" Byesville importance of multiple perspectives for development is needed
emorial atue . . e . .
Photo by: Gwynn Stewart moving _forward. Diversifying the economy will be key. It will not
be one industry that replaces coal.

\ noble.osu.edu
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Lessons Learned

Challenges of Community Resilience \
& Economic Development Planning

Community resilience proved challenging when economic development policies have
historically been reactionary after the fallout of plant closure instead of visionary in
expectation of closure

A Key leaders indicate that there traditionally
has not been forward thinking, planning or
any sense of strategic planning work
historically in the county, unless or until, a
major closure was eminent.

AoOG7A TAAA O 1 OAE 11
can get back to the age where families had
OTTEA ETATTAO Al T OA

A QVell, we've had one of our largest
employers- the Mahle Facility close in 2009
and we've not been able to bring anything -
ET OT OEAO AOHRede&rthC OET AA  Ororflel MBle manufacturing plant
Note: This comment was in a 2020 at 1-77 exit 25 near Caldwell
interview, in 2021 a new oil/gas related Photo: OSU Extension CD
company purchased the facility.)
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(Note: This was a planning effort that resulted in a plan that was not ever fully implemented due to

lack of staffing and resourcesIhe next
formal Strategic Planning effort was
done by Ohio University again at the
request of the Community Development
program at Ohio State University
Extensionz Noble County. The 2019
Strategic Plan notes strategies to
diversify the economy through asset
mapping current and building out
additional critical infrastructure (water,
sewer and broadband as well as
healthcare services) and to define and
grow with the regional oil and gas and
ecotourism industries.

Central Ohio Coal Company Excavator

Photo: Michael Davis
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