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Natural Gas Utilization 
in Agriculture

Converting from Propane to Natural Gas
Farmers have long explored alternative 
management techniques and advanced 
equipment to provide energy savings associated 
with grain drying. Propane is a clean-burning fuel 
source that can be effectively distributed to rural 
areas that lack access to natural gas infrastructure, 
making it an ideal fuel source for numerous 
agricultural operations, including grain drying. 

According to the National Propane Education 
and Resource Council, propane is used by 
nearly 900,000 farms across the country, 
powering roughly 80 percent of U.S. grain drying 
operations. While propane has long been a 
critical energy source in agriculture, Ohio is in the 
midst of an energy transition that has led many 
Ohio farmers to consider investing in natural gas 
infrastructure to support the energy demands of 
their farm operations.

Switching to Natural Gas
In most instances, large 
interstate or intrastate natural 
gas pipelines are under very 
high pressure; therefore, local 
farms are often not allowed to 
tap into these. However, if there 
is a local natural gas distribution 
line, it may be cost-effective to 
switch from propane to natural 
gas. But there are a number 
of considerations beyond the 
simple project payback period to 
investigate. Consider the following 
to determine if it makes sense to 
switch your farm from propane to 
natural gas:

• Proximity of the nearest natural
gas line to your farm

• Peak demand—is there enough
natural gas capacity for your
farm during the drying season?

• Fuel price

• Cost to extend the line

• Project planning and timing

For More Information
Energy price uncertainty and its relative cost in the production of crops has 
emerged as one of the greatest concerns for farmers. OSU Extension and 
the Ohio Soybean Council seek to provide resources and information that will 
help farmers make informed decisions regarding energy use on the farm. Visit 
energizeohio.osu.edu for more information.
This material is based upon work that is supported by the Ohio Soybean 
Council. Any opinions, findings, conclusions or recommendations 
expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and do not 
necessarily reflect the view of the Ohio Soybean Council.

energizeohio.osu.edu
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Natural Gas Distribution Service Providers

PUCO Regulated Large Companies
CGO - Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc.

DUK - Duke Energy Ohio (Gas)

ENG - Eastern Natural Gas
FGC - Foraker Gas Company

GEO - Glenwood Energy of Oxford, Inc.
KNG - KNG Energy, Inc.

NGO - National Gas and Oil Cooperative

NON - Northeast Ohio Natural Gas Corporation

DEO - Dominion East Ohio

BGC - Brainard Gas Corporation
ANG - Arlington Natural Gas Company

ONG - Orwell Natural Gas Company

PGC - Piedmont Gas Company
PNG - Pike Natural Gas Company

SGC - Sheldon Gas Company
SNG - Suburban Natural Gas Company
SWG - Swickard Gas Company

VEO - Vectren Energy Delivery of Ohio

WGO - Waterville Gas and Oil Company

OVG - Ohio Valley Gas Corporation
OGC - Ohio Gas Company

OCG - Ohio Cumberland Gas Company

CGC - Consumers Gas Cooperative
KEC - Knox Energy Cooperative Association, Inc.
MEC - Madison Energy Cooperative Association, Inc.

VEC - Village Energy Cooperative Association, Inc.
Municipal Gas Systems
COF - City of Hamilton
LMG - Lancaster Municipal Gas
OMG - Oakwood Municipal Gas

CER - Community Energy Resource Cooperative
BEN - Bright Energy
AAE - All American Energy

VOV - Village of Verona
VOW - Village of Williamsport

Gas Cooperatives

As of March 15, 2017

PUCO Regulated Small Companies

Notes: Data on operations by county is from the PUCO Gas Pipeline Safety database. Map produced on March 15, 2017.

GEL - Granger Energy of Lake County
REN - Ross Energy

NIE - Northern Industrial Energy Development

OSE - One Source Energy
ORN - Ohio Rural Natural Gas Cooperative

VOO - Village of Obetz
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