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The RPS requirements established under the Illinois Power Agency Act apply to the investor-owned electric utilities 
ComEd and Ameren Corporation Companies, and alternative retail electric supplies (ARES). Illinois electric cooperatives 
and municipal utilities are exempt from renewable portfolio standard (RPS) requirements.  The RPS outlines annual 
requirements that will ultimately achieve 25% eligible retail electricity sales from renewable energy by 2025 and each 
year thereafter.   

In addition, the RPS includes several specific "carve-outs" for wind and solar energy generation.   
A minimum of 75% of the renewable energy requirement must come from a combination of wind and photovoltaic (PV) 
power combined. Furthermorestarting in 2016, at least 6% of the annual RPS standard requirements must come PV solar 
technologies.   
  
Starting in 2014, investor owned electric utilities were required to meet 
a separate requirement for distributed generation, which increased to 
1% by 2016 and continued each year thereafter.  To qualify as a 
distributed generation system, the renewable energy system (i.e. wind, 
solar thermal, PV solar, biodiesel, biomass, or hydropower) must have a 
nameplate capacity (aggregate inverter nameplace capacity AC) of 2 
megawatts or less, located on the customer side of the meter and 
interconnected at the distribution level.  Furthermore,”to the extent 
possible” at least half of the distributed generation requirements must 
come from systems less than 25 kW in capacity. Resources that are 
counted toward the distributed generation requirement may also count 
toward the wind or solar requirements (DSIRE, 2018). 

Illinois Renewable Portfolio Standard

In 2007, Illinois legislators authorized the Illinois Power Agency Act, which outlined the states first Renewable Portfolio 
Standards (RPS).  The RPS requires the states investor-owned electric utilities and alternative retail electric supplies to 
source 25% of eligible retail electricity sales from renewable energy by 2025.  Following the RPS requirements, Illinois 
experienced a spike in utility owned solar development in 2010 and 2012.  However, significant distributed solar 
generation development from residential and commercial owners did not start until 2014.  As of 2018 (Q2), there were 
2,957 solar projects installed in Illinois representing 97.84 megawatts of electric generation capacity.       
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WEBINAR SCHEDULE 
 

Part 1: Estimating System Production  
Date: May 7, 2019 12:30 P.M. -1:30 P.M. (Est)  

 
Part 2: Assessing System Cost  
Date: May 9, 2019 12:30 P.M. -1:30 P.M. (Est)  

 
Part 3: Forecasting The Value Of Electricity  
Date: May 14, 2019 12:30 P.M. -1:30 P.M. (Est)  

 
Part 4: Understanding Incentives   
Date: May 16, 2019 12:30 P.M. -1:30 P.M. (Est)  

 
Part 5: Conducting A Financial Analysis   
Date: May 21, 2019 12:30 P.M. -1:30 P.M. (Est)  

 
Part 6: Photovoltaic Solar Example  
Date: May 23, 2019 12:30 P.M. -1:30 P.M. (Est) 

 
AGRICULTURAL SOLAR ELECTRIC 

INVESTMENT ANALYSIS WEBINAR SERIES 

Photovoltaic (PV) panels are an increasingly common sight 
homes, farms, and businesses across the Midwest.  Declining 
cost of PV solar installations makes installing a distributed 
solar electric system enticing for many farmers. Evaluating the 
financial investment in solar requires careful consideration of 
system costs, the value of production, and operation and 
maintenance costs. Unfortunately, some proposals are hard 
to understand making it difficult to make fully informed 
investment decisions. 
 
This six part webinar series will provide you with resources 
and tools to help consult farmers who are considering 
investing in a solar electric system so they are able to make 
fully informed investment decisions.  Although the webinars 
are geared to an agricultural audience, the information that 
will be shared applies to anyone looking for information on 
making a wise solar energy investment.  
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